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Health Care 
Profession 

Nurse 
Practitioner 

Physical 
therapist 

Acupuncture 
Physician 

Chiropractic 
physician 

Medical 
doctor 

Years of      
training  4-6 years 7-8 years 7-8 years  7-8 years 8+ years 

Independent 
patient  care   Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Cost of 
Education  $80,000 $105,000 $80,000 $150,000 $205,000 

Annual       
income $109,000 $96,000 $55,000 $85,000 $173,000 

Insurance 
Reimbursement  

Fully 
Embraced 

Fully 
Embraced 

Limited 
(impedes 
access) 

Partially 
Embraced 

Fully 
Embraced 

Number of 
Licensees in FL   21,000 20,450 2,550 7,330 84,230 

 
 
Failed Back Pain Surgery data from  
Low back pain is very prevalent and occurs in up to 8 out of 10 people in their lifeCme 

• for 1 out of 10 lasts for longer than 3 months. 
• Spinal fusion surgery has tripled since 1998  
• The overall failure rate of lumbar spine surgeries: 10%–46%. 

Shouldn’t less invasive and less costly treatments be tried first? 
h#ps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ar5cles/PMC5913031/ 
 
 
In a Worker’s Compensa@on Study 

 
h5ps://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20736894/  
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Acupuncture was beCer and faster ac@ng than morphine to reduce pain in one Emergency Room study.  

 
h5ps://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27475042/    
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